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     Pursuant to Alabama Code § 12-16-221 (1975, as amended) Errek Jett, District 

Attorney for the Thirty-sixth Judicial Circuit of Alabama (Lawrence County), provides 

the following grand jury facts and findings related to the officer-involved shooting death 

of Marty Hutto on August 6, 2022: 

1. During the second session of the grand jury empanelled August 1, 2022 evidence 

related to the shooting death of Marty Hutto was presented.   

 

2. The evidence showed that Hutto had an outstanding felony warrant and was on 

parole as a habitual offender from the Alabama Department of Corrections.  A 

Lawrence County Sheriff’s deputy observed Hutto at approximately 9:00 p.m. and 

attempted to make a traffic stop.  However, instead of stopping Hutto attempted to 

elude the law enforcement officer.  During the course of the pursuit Hutto was 

throwing objects out of his vehicle toward the pursuing deputy.  This action by 

Hutto resulted in damage to the Lawrence County Sheriff’s vehicle, including 

breaking the front windshield.  Hutto continued his evasive driving and ultimately 



left the roadway driving into a field.  Some considerable distance into the off-road 

pursuit Hutto’s vehicle drove down a steep bank and his vehicle was not able to 

exit the ravine. 

 

3. Immediately after Hutto’s vehicle’s progress was stopped, Hutto opened the door 

and the deputy observed a black pistol in his hand.  Hutto then raised the pistol and 

pointed it at the deputy and the deputy fired his service weapon as he took evasive 

action.  When Hutto failed to respond to the deputy’s commands the deputy 

tactically approached the vehicle and observed Hutto.  The deputy immediately 

communicated the circumstances and requested an ambulance. 

 

4. Responding law enforcement officers confirmed that Hutto was deceased.  An 

autopsy conducted by the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences determined 

that Hutto had a gunshot wound of the left arm and into the chest which caused 

fatal, non-survivable internal injuries. 

 

5. Close to Hutto’s body a flare gun, which had been painted black, containing a 

twelve gauge shotgun shell, was found.  The shotgun shell had been modified to fit 

into the flare gun and was able to be discharged. 

 

6. Due to the deputy’s involvement Lawrence County Sheriff Max Sanders requested 

that the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency conduct an investigation.  The deputy 

was interviewed and the narrative he provided was corroborated by the deputy’s 

body-worn video camera and police radio communications. 

 

7. Alabama Code § 13A-3-23 (1975, as amended) provides that “a person may use 

deadly physical force, and is legally presumed to be justified in using deadly 

physical deadly force in self-defense, if the person reasonably believes that another 

person is using or about to use unlawful deadly physical force.”  Alabama Code 

§13A-3-20 (1975, as amended) defines deadly physical force as “force which, 

under the circumstances if is used, is readily capable of causing death or serious 

physical injury.” 

 

8. After considering all witness testimony and evidence presented, the grand jury of 

Lawrence County concluded that the deputy’s actions in this incident were justified 

and that no further proceedings or investigation was necessary. 


