
July 19, 2022

Dear Governor Ivey:

I am writing in response to serious and urgent concerns raised by the Supreme Court’s recent decision in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. Since this opinion was released, I have heard from constituents and
colleagues alike about the need for elected officials to act immediately to ensure that women’s rights and access to
healthcare are protected. As you know, HB 314 which was signed into law in 2019 created a near total abortion ban
in the state of Alabama.

Alabama already has the nation’s third-highest maternal mortality rate and this law is likely to exacerbate
that. Despite the medical emergency exceptions provided in HB 314, there is still valid reason for us to be very
concerned about this law jeopardizing the health and life of mothers. Examples from other states indicate that
anti-abortion laws similar to ours cause doctors to experience a severe chilling effect when it comes to deciding
whether to perform an abortion to save a pregnant woman’s life. For instance, news reports indicate that in states
similarly-situated to Alabama, some “hospitals are refusing to see people with serious pregnancy issues for fear of
violating [the] post-Roe abortion ban[.]” Even when it is medically-necessary for an abortion to be performed, many
doctors are afraid to provide the needed life-saving medical care out of fear of being prosecuted.

In addition to putting the lives of pregnant women at risk, this law also causes the double-victimization of
survivors of rape and incest. By providing no exception for these two things, our law will further traumatize children
and other sexual assault victims by forcing them to give birth to the child of their assailant. Also in other states with
similar laws, we have seen how children as young as 10 years old have been raped, impregnated, and forced to
navigate the fact that their state, like Alabama, does not allow abortions even in these horrific instances.

Republican lawmakers were wrong to ignore the advice of the Democratic Caucus when we urged them not
to pass this legislation in 2019. Despite our caucus walking out of the State House chamber in protest to their
actions, our Republican colleagues still chose to pass this harmful legislation – and were not even willing to make
exceptions for rape or incest when my amendment to do such was introduced. However, you can correct each of
those wrongs. Now that this bill has been triggered and its provisions have gone into effect, there is an urgent need
for you to take action to protect and fight for the rights and health of women in Alabama. This is why I urge you to
immediately call a legislative Special Session designed to discuss the repeal of HB 314.

Sincerely,

Anthony Daniels
House Minority Leader

cc: Will Parker, General Counsel for Governor Kay Ivey
Mac McCutcheon, Alabama Speaker of the House
Victor Gaston, Alabama House Speaker Pro Tempore
Bobby Singleton, Alabama Senate Minority Leader
Greg Reed, Alabama Senate President Pro Tem
Clay Scofield, Alabama Senate Majority Leader

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/07/abortion-providers-roe-west-alabama-womens-center-power-house-reproductive-health-services/?fbclid=IwAR2qmvjqIeVrWLNnJzbRjb7l4jyfjx-_9NszhCzbQgmF3CFEVU8ZQIxDQDE
https://www.businessinsider.com/texas-abortion%20hospitals-refusing-treat-serious-pregnancy-issues-fear-report-2022-7?amp&fbclid=IwAR3LdoMipTewdXDgjWXF4Zb8ucbor3aUV55lqaJP0HK8Ohm9_nHzLd8l6YY
https://www.cnn.com/2022/07/13/us/ohio-10-year-old-girl-columbus-man-charged-indiana-abortion/index.html

