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BEFORE THE MEDICAL LICENSURE COMMISSION OF ALABAMA 

ALABAMA STATE BOARD OF ) 
MEDICAL EXAMINERS,  )   

) 
Complainant,  ) 

) 
v. ) 

) CASE NO.:  2021-114 
SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., ) 

) 
Respondent. ) 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT AND  
PETITION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION OF LICENSE 

COMES NOW the Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners (hereinafter “the Board”), 

by and through its counsel, and submits this Administrative Complaint and Petition for Summary 

Suspension of License, to summarily suspend and revoke or sanction SAMMY FUAD 

BECDACH, M.D.’s (hereinafter “Respondent”) medical license under Ala. Code § 34-24-361(e). 

JURISDICTION 

1. On or about June 25, 2003, Respondent, SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., was

issued license number MD.25345, to practice medicine in the state of Alabama and was licensed 

at all times material to this complaint. 

FACTS 

2. On or about December 31, 2020, the Board obtained information from Pelham

Police Department regarding their investigation into the overdose death of a 21-year-old, namely, 

, on December 18, 2020. The Pelham Police Department explained that Ms. 

 was Respondent’s patient, and they had reason to believe that Respondent had violated 

his professional boundaries.    
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 3. In response, the Board opened its own investigation and learned from the 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (“PDMP”) that Respondent issued Ms.  at least 

nine (9) prescriptions for controlled substances between November 21, 2018, and June 18, 2019. 

Respondent wrote five (5) prescriptions for Oxycodone-Acetaminophen 10-325 (190 pills total) 

and four (4) prescriptions for Alprazolam 1mg (240 pills total).  

4. Furthermore, the Board’s review of the PDMP revealed that Respondent did not 

run a PDMP check on Ms.  prior to his prescribing to her.   

5. As part of its investigation, the Board met with an investigator at the Pelham Police 

Department on or about March 9, 2021. The Board was provided three video recordings obtained 

from Ms.  cellular telephone. The first video was recorded on December 10, 2020, at 

5:55pm, depicting Ms.  and Respondent in what appears to be a kitchen area, both 

wearing clothes and listening to music. The second video recorded on December 11, 2020, at 

2:32am, depicts Ms.  and Respondent in what appears to be a bedroom, both completely 

nude, on a bed engaging in sexual activity. The third video recorded approximately 20 minutes 

later, again depicts Ms.  and Respondent in what appears to be a bedroom, both 

completely nude, on a bed engaging in sexual activity.   

6. On or about March 16, 2021, the Board interviewed Ms. ’s mother,  

. Ms.  stated that Ms.  met Respondent when she was 18 years old, 

while working as a hostess at a restaurant. She further stated, “he [Respondent] was buying her 

[Ms. ] all kinds of things and, you know, she couldn’t hide it because he bought her a 

car.” Ms.  said Ms.  moved to Huntsville at the request of Respondent and he 

furnished her an apartment and paid her bills. She stated that Respondent “paid for everything,” 

including buying her new furniture and giving her his credit card to use to go shopping “with no 
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limit.” Respondent also took Ms.  on trips to San Diego, Miami, and Salt Lake City. 

She further explained that Respondent provided Ms.  with written “prescriptions and 

actual pills.” According to Ms. , Ms.  told her that she was afraid to leave 

Respondent because he claimed to be able to make people “disappear,” that he had done it before, 

and that he had enough money and prestige to get away with it. Ms.  reported that Ms. 

 described to her a black box or briefcase that Respondent kept with him. This briefcase 

was filled with narcotics and benzodiazepines in both pill and liquid form. Ms.  reported 

two or three occasions to her mother where she awoke to Respondent pouring liquid OxyContin 

into her mouth and raping her. Ms.  believed Respondent fed her daughter’s addiction to 

maintain control over her.  

7. A couple of weeks later, on or about March 30, 2021, the Board interviewed Dr. 

Charles Felgner. Dr. Felgner stated he remembered Ms.  discussing with him a 

relationship she was having with a physician, but she did not disclose the physician’s name. She 

told Dr. Felgner that the physician was abusive and controlling and that she was trying to get away 

from him. In response, he instructed her to contact the police.        

 8. Following its meeting with the Pelham Police Department, the Board submitted 

questions to Respondent, through his counsel of record, regarding the investigation. On or about 

April 21, 2021, Respondent responded in writing to the Board’s questions. In his response, 

Respondent admitted to engaging in sexual intercourse with Ms.  on more than one 

occasion, that he wrote at least seven prescriptions to her, and that he conducted an office visit 

with Ms.  at Clearview Cancer Institute on November 7, 2018. Respondent provided 

the Board with a medical record for this visit. Respondent further stated that his first sexual 
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encounter with Ms.  occurred in the fall of 2017 and extended through early December 

2020. He admitted to purchasing her gifts and paying for some of her living expenses.  

9. On or about June 2, 2021, the Board interviewed Ms. , a friend of Ms. 

. Ms.  stated that it was her belief that Respondent “had very much control over 

her [Ms. ] drug use and the drug situation” and used it to control her. Ms.  stated 

that when she went to visit Ms.  in Huntsville, she “… woke up … from a nap one 

afternoon and I remembered Sam [Respondent] having … a lock box, but it was like a briefcase 

lock box.” She stated when Respondent opened the lock box, it was filled with various types of 

pills. When asked what types of pills she witnessed seeing in the lock box, Ms.  responded 

“I know for in fact, it had Xanax in it, Percocet and that's all ... I saw. She further witnessed 

Respondent giving Ms.  some of those pills. Ms.  stated that in or about October 

or November 2020, Ms.  called her and stated that she woke up from a nap to 

Respondent “dripping down” liquid oxycodone or OxyContin. Ms.  further told Ms. 

 that she had become highly addicted to opioids with a high tolerance, and that Respondent 

manipulated her through giving or withholding drugs when she began to experience withdrawals. 

Ms.  stated that she did not believe Ms.  to be addicted to opioids before meeting 

Respondent. She described Respondent as very controlling of Ms.  and would 

sometimes pay Ms. ’s bills.  

10. On December 21, 2020, the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences issued an 

autopsy report stating that Ms.  died by accident on December 18, 2020, from the toxic 

effects of fentanyl and morphine. According to the Pelham Police Report, Ms.  was 

discovered lying in her bed with a tan powdery substance and a makeshift snort straw. 
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CHARGES 

11. The Board has investigated Respondent and has concluded that there is probable 

cause to believe that he has violated Ala. Code § 34-24-360. 

COUNT ONE – UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

12.   Beginning in 2017 and continuing through December of 2020, more specific dates 

being unknown to the Board, SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., engaged in unprofessional 

conduct, specifically, sexual misconduct in the practice of medicine as defined in Ala. Admin. 

Code R. 545-X-4-.07, in violation of Ala. Admin Code R. 545-X-4-.06(17) and Ala. Code § 34-

24-360(2). 

COUNT TWO – UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

13.   Beginning in 2017 and continuing through December of 2020, more specific dates 

being unknown to the Board, SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., engaged in unprofessional 

conduct, including conduct which is immoral, and which is willful, shameful, and which shows a 

moral indifference to the standards and opinions of the community, in violation of Ala. Admin. 

Code R. 545-X-4-.06(9) and Ala. Code § 34-24-360(2). 

COUNT THREE – PRACTICING MEDICINE IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO ENDANGER THE 
HEALTH OF A PATIENT 

14. Beginning in 2018 and continuing through December of 2020, more specific dates 

being unknown to the Board, SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., practiced medicine in such a 

manner as to endanger the health of a patient, specifically, , in violation of Ala. 

Code § 34-24-360(3). 

COUNT FOUR– DISTRIBUTION BY PRESCRIBING, DISPENSING, FURNISHING, OR SUPPLYING OF 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES TO ANY PERSON OR PATIENT FOR ANY REASON OTHER THAN 

LEGITIMATE MEDICAL PURPOSE 
 

 15.  Beginning in 2018 and continuing through December of 2020, more exact dates 
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being unknown to the Board, SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., distributed by prescribing, 

dispensing, furnishing, or supplying controlled substances to one or more of his patients for a 

reason other than a legitimate medical purpose, a violation of ALA. CODE § 34-24-360(8).  

COUNT FIVE – FAILURE TO MAINTAIN FOR A PATIENT A MEDICAL RECORD THAT MEETS 
MINIMUM STANDARDS 

 
 16.  Beginning in 2018 and continuing through December of 2020, SAMMY FUAD 

BECDACH, M.D., failed to maintain for one or more patients a medical record which meets the 

minimum standards stated in the rules and regulations promulgated by the Medical Licensure 

Commission, a violation of ALA. CODE § 34-24-360(22). 

COUNT SIX – FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY RULE OF THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 
 

 17.  Beginning in November 2018 and continuing through December of 2020, SAMMY 

FUAD BECDACH, M.D., failed to comply with Ala. Admin. Code R. 540-X-4-.09, a rule of the 

Alabama State Board of Medical Examiners, when prescribing one or more controlled substances 

to one or more of his patients, in violation of ALA. CODE § 34-24-360(23). 

WHEREFORE, the foregoing premises considered, the Alabama State Board of Medical 

Examiners respectfully requests that the Medical Licensure Commission, pursuant to its authority 

under Ala. Code §§ 34-24-361(f) and 41-22-19(d), immediately suspend the license to practice 

medicine in Alabama of SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., without a hearing, and order that Dr. 

Bechach immediately cease and desist from the practice of medicine in the State of Alabama and 

surrender to the Commission, or a designated agent, his license to practice medicine.  

Further, the Board requests that the Commission set a hearing on this Administrative 

Complaint, and order that SAMMY FUAD BECDACH, M.D., appear and answer the allegations 

contained in this Administrative Complaint. The Board requests that, at the conclusion of the 

hearing, the Commission revoke the license to practice medicine of Dr. Bechdach, assess the 










