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August 10, 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Muscle Shoals City Schools families, 

 

This morning, the Muscle Shoals Board of Education met in a special-called meeting to consider 

changes to our COVID-19 mitigation plans.  Specifically, the changes considered related to 

school procedures for universal masking.  Universal masking in schools has been widely 

recommended by local physicians, the American Academy of Pediatrics, CDC, and ADPH.     

 

Based on the most current data from our own school nurses, state and local health officials, 

including pediatricians and primary care physicians that we all see every day here in the Shoals, 

COVID-19 is surging – particularly the Delta variant - and we must take additional measures to 

keep our students and staff safe and in school. 

 

Universal masking means contact tracing will only be necessary in certain situations when an 

exposure occurs.  This means our students can remain at school provided they do not exhibit 

symptoms.  Please monitor students for symptoms and keep them at home when sick.   

 

We certainly recommend eligible people (12 and up) take the safe, effective, and readily 

available COVID-19 vaccine, as it is the best weapon we have against the coronavirus.  Masks 

are a tool to slow the spread of the virus in crowded situations where 6 feet cannot be maintained 

in all situations – which is the case on school campuses.  With children under 12 not being 

eligible for the vaccine and the rate at which doctors are seeing children display symptoms of 

COVID-19, we believe this is the best course of action at this time.     

 

The Board of Education approved today new requirements related to universal masking, which 

will expire on Tuesday, September 14 unless otherwise continued by the Board. 

 

Our sincere hope is that the masking requirement is temporary and that we can return to masks 

preferred in the near future.  We will monitor the COVID cases both in our schools and in our 

community to make decisions in the days ahead. 

 

We thank you for your understanding, cooperation, and flexibility as we navigate this pandemic.   

 

                         Muscle Shoals City Schools 
 

           “Providing opportunities for all students to obtain wisdom and achieve their greatest potential!” 

 Dr. Denise Woods 
Assistant Superintendent 
 

Dr. Chad Holden 
Superintendent 
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Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Chad Holden 

Superintendent 


